
Dear Sojourn Family,


This week, the Houston Chronicle published a three part series about decades of sexual abuse in 
the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC). The series as a whole is traumatic both because of the 
crimes themselves and the insufficient, indifferent, and even immoral responses by church 
leadership. The sheer number of cases of sexual abuse makes it clear that these crimes weren’t 
isolated events but rather a pattern of abuse and cover-up. 


While Sojourn Montrose is in no way affiliated with the SBC, we do believe that a response is 
warranted in light of the larger cultural conversation around sexual abuse. Accordingly, we want to 
say in the strongest possible terms that we stand with the victims. The investigative work of the 
Houston Chronicle is something that Christians should be thankful for. As Christians we long for the 
day when every systemic sin is brought to justice and real reform is pursued.


We also want to communicate that our elders, staff, and deacons are wholly committed to 
preventing abuse and pursuing justice when and if abuse should take place. To that end, we want 
you to know the following:


• We have very few programs, and accordingly, there are no scenarios where it would be appropriate 
for any adult to be alone with any child that is not theirs.


• We background check all Kid’s Gathering Volunteers. They are never asked to serve alone or 
complete any tasks that involve children by themselves.. 


• All members of Sojourn’s staff are background checked. 

• A law enforcement officer is hired at Sojourn’s expense for all Sunday Gatherings.

• We require mandatory reporting to the authorities if there are any reports of child abuse. This 

means we call Child Protective Services as directed by law enforcement. Moreover, we are 
pursuing further training for our volunteers to help them recognize signs of abuse as well as clear 
instruction on how to report.


• We counsel separation for adult victims of domestic violence, and we encourage victims of abuse 
both to make police reports and consider pressing charges.


• We are working towards training to equip staff and volunteers in identifying signs of abuse and how 
to better serve victims.


• As of this communication, we are implementing a strict attendance policy regarding registered sex 
offenders. If we are made aware of any registered offender attending our gatherings, we will assign 
a mandatory escort who will accompany this person while on the premises of any public 
gathering.  Known offenders will not be able to use public restrooms alone, nor will they ever be 
allowed to enter any space which is being used for children’s ministry. 


Our hope is that both the current policies and the new policies implemented would be a significant  
and meaningful step towards preventing, pursuing justice against, and clearly condemning sexual 
abuse. If you or someone in your family has suffered from abuse in the church, we urge you to come 
forward. We want to hold ourselves and our leaders accountable, and we desperately want to 
protect our members from predators in our midst. Likewise, if you are a victim who has suffered 
silently, our doors are open as pastors. We are here to pray, to listen, and to serve you in any way we 
can.


Yours in Christ,


The Sojourn Montrose Elders


